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  Welcome to A-level Biology!  

  
There are a two important things that you need to do to be ready to start the A level 

in September.  

1. Make sure you have appropriate materials for lessons. We recommend folders, 

dividers, A4 paper, stationary such as pens, pencils and highlighters and 

ideally a scientific calculator.  

2. Complete the transition summer work detailed in the tasks on the following 

pages  

It is so important that you start the course feeling prepared so please give yourself 

plenty of time to complete the transition work. It should take between 5 and 10 

hours.  

  

  

If you studied Combined Science, not Triple Science:  

This doesn’t mean you will be at a disadvantage if you study A Level Biology. 

However, the tasks below will help to improve your confidence and fill in any gaps 

you might have:  

1. Genes are hereditary units that determine the characteristics of all living 

organisms. Watch the video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gG7uCskUOrA) 

about how genes code for proteins, and thereby determine characteristics. Watch 

the video a second time, pausing regularly in order to create a flow chart of this 

process (known as protein synthesis). Adding diagrams will make it more 

memorable.  

2. Read BBC Bitesize and watch videos of the two core practicals that were only 

in the Triple Science course:  

a) Food tests  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z88hcj6/revision/5 

https://youtu.be/xFLuYKy3m1g  

b) Effect of different antibiotics on bacteria 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zyxg7p3/revision/11 

https://youtu.be/Cl6EMg0zA-A  

Task 1: Maths Skills  

Maths Skills. Analysing and interpreting data in Biology is essential. Read the 

information and complete the tasks below to reinforce the basic skills:  
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Task 2: A-level Biology goes into the topics you studied at GCSE in more 

detail and depth.  

  
The tasks below will help you in the first few lessons when you join us in September. 

Please bring your completed work with you and we can use this to give you the best 

start to the course and build your confidence.  

  

  

  

 
  

  

  



 
  



  



  



  



  

 

Final notes  

The notes that you make in lesson are important but not as important as the effort 

you with the various tasks in independent study. You should be spending the same 

amount of time outside the lesson as inside on this. It’s much easier if you stay on 

top of this. If you are struggling make sure you speak to your teacher and tutor for 

extra help and support.  

You should regularly access Canvas to review the various lesson materials we will 

be using, as well as using the textbook effectively, completing any independent 

study work and coming to all lessons, on time and with the appropriate equipment.  



Biology is the Science of Life and is a huge subject. There are regularly stories in 

the news concerning the biological sciences so make sure you are looking out for 

notifications on your channels. It also really helps to read effectively around the 

subject and make this a habit for success.  

Here are some ideas for some summer reading to help to inspire you for next year:  

• The Double Helix by James Watson  

• Silent Spring by Rachel Carson  

• Genome by Matt Ridley  

• Creation by Adam Rutherford  

• The Body: A Guide for Occupants by Bill Bryson  

• The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot  

• A Crack in Creation by Jennifer Doudna and Samuel Sternberg  

• Sapiens by Yuval Noah Harari  


